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"been done since he had been dragged a prisoner to
Paris.

In a debate on January 1 Mirabeau spoke with
moderation, insisting that although nonjuring priests
might justly be deprived of their public functions, to
molest them further was to violate the sacred principle
of toleration. Three days later he discussed dispassion-
ately some questions of detail connected with the new
ecclesiastical establishment. La Marck, astonished at
this moderation, asked him whether it was consist-
ent with his policy of luring the Assembly to violent
and extreme measures. Mirabeau replied that "the
Assembly had already run their head into the noose.
They must see the world through queer glasses if they
imagine that 20,000 priests can be quietly turned out of
their parishes."

The surprise of his friend perhaps encouraged
Mirabeau to believe that any violence of language
would be attributed by his royalist allies to subtle
policy. At all events on January 14 he cast all
moderation to the winds. The Ecclesiastical Committee
had been asked to prepare an address to the nation
explaining and justifying the policy of the Assembly.
Mirabeau assured them that he had prepared the draft
of such an address, and the committee accepted this
production, as it seems, on trust. It was a strange
medley of scraps of theology and church history supplied
by Abb6 Lamourette, unctuous and insincere cant and
venomous insinuation. In it Mirabeau denounced " the
hypocritical clamours of the enemies of the Eevolution,
men who hide their dark designs under specious pre-
tences, the curable resistance of many priests to the